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Newsletter of the Waikato Macintosh Society

This issue describes the proceedings at both
the June and dily meetings. Future topics are

also outlined.

At Our June Meeting
A small but select group of us gave up our treas-
ures by showing our favourite WWW sites.
These gems are presented below.

My own selection:

Apple - Support - Discussions - Forum Home
This section of Apple’s user support site consists
of forums on every Apple product and service.
It's invaluable, and subscription is free! Each
forum is searchable.

AbeBooks: New & Used Books, Textbooks, Rare
& Out of Print Books

This site enables a search for a book to be run
across many hundreds of bookshops around the
world. You may leave a ‘wish list" and be con-
tacted if/when the title appears.

YouTube - Monty Python's Dead Parrot sketch,

scammer style!
A U.S. - based scam buster takes on the Nige-

rian scammers! You've got to see it to believe it.

Mexifoods Limited: Products and Services

If you like to cook Mexican, this site is for you.
Just about every ingredient you can think of,
plus some you didn’t know you needed. Also a
bang on guide to Tequila.

BubbleShare - Learning Centre - By Jill
Easy Photo Sharing

macguide.com
Since 1985, MacGuide. has provided independ-

ent commentary and expert advice to the Mac-
intosh computer community—new users,
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switchers, and power gurus.

Macguide NZ
N.Zs own bi-monthly Mac mag. now sadly

passed on, but reincarnated as a WWW in Aug-
ust. See below for more.

UNEASYsilence

Created in early 2004, UNEASYsilence aims to
deliver coverage of offbeat & generally geeky
news. Feel free to subscribe via RSS, receive our
daily digest via email, or join the conversation.

versiontracker
Mac, Palm & Windows software updates. Your
first port of call.

Fishpond.co.nz: Shop Online for new & used
Book Music CD Movie & DVD products in NZ

Gutenberg.com - Project Gutenberg - free books,

free ebooks, and ebook collections

MacFixlt - Troubleshooting Solutions for the
Macintosh

Absolutely indispensable. The site for every kind
of problem with your Mac.

Music Books Games DVDs at Realgroovy New
Zealand NZ

The first place to look for music, games and
books.

Welcome to Wikispaces - Wikis for Everyone
Create simple web pages that groups, friends, &
families can edit together
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ZDNet
Tech News, Blogs & White Papers for IT Profes-
sionals.

At our July meeting
The topic for this meeting was ‘Widgets and
utilities” - members' favourite small programs.
Each member can talk about their favourite
Widget and/or utility. Where appropriate I've
included a WWW link.

Before we showed our favourites there was a
short discussion about passwords, and strategies
for creating ‘strong’ ones. The current issue of
N.Z. MacGuide* has an article on this theme,
and some useful suggestions.

* N.Z. MacGuide is the topic of an article later in
this issue.

One suggestion | really liked was to take a short
sentence and use its constituent words as pass-

words. Then, if the actual word is forgotten, the
number of possibilities is limited.

Delicious Library is software for cataloguing
books, records, CDs etc. It's a $40 U.S. down-
load and includes a Widget used to access your
catalogue(s).

Todd Nachowitz took us for a wander through
his favourite utilities and | was pleased to see
that some of them are also on my list.

Dictionary comes out of the box and will spell-
check any Mac Application. It also includes a
thesaurus.

Date & Time, the System Preference can be
configured to display in a small window on
screen. the transparency can be set to minimise
any distraction.

GraphicConverter is one of my all time favour-
ites and | use it all the time. It is used to convert
graphic formats and includes some limited edit-
ing tools as well.

HandBrake (or HandBrake Lite) Is a neat utility
that converts DVD’s for iPod (any video format) |
use a similar tool called

‘iSquint’.
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YouTube - Money as Debt

iWatermark In addition to a number of common
photo editing functions, iWatermark also places
a watermark (in batches) if needed. A watermark
is a useful means to show & protect copyrighted
images.

MagiCal is neat and shows the date (in flip cal-
endar format) on your menu bar. It's a free
download for PPC and Intel. But, when [ tried to
download, the site was off-line.

PDEpen Fill out PDF forms and edit PDFs easily
with PDFpen! Split, combine, reorder, sign and
augment PDFs with text, image overlays & wa-
termarks. A free demo is available for their
WWW site.

Snapz Pro X Allows you to record anything on
your screen, saving it as a QuickTime® movie or
screenshot that can be emailed, put up on the
web, or passed around however you want.
Snapz Pro X 2.x costs $69 U.S.

Switch audio file conversion software is a sound
file format converter for Windows or Mac. It can
convert audio files from many different file for-
mats into mp3, wav or wma files including wav
to mp3, mp3 to wav, wma to mp3 and much
more.
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mac-gliicie

New Zealand Macguide was until recently
N.Z.s own bi-monthly on all matters Mac. But
the latest issue, No. 34, in the last.

| was a great fan of the magazine because it
covered just about every topic a ‘Maccy’ could
think of plus some he/she may not of consid-
ered. Also it served as a reality check against
other, world-wide Apple magazines. By this |
mean that its reviews and articles were ‘local-
ised’. If a product was not available here or
would not work in N.Z. Macguide would say so.

But the publication will be resurrected on
August 7th with the launch of a Macguide on-
line magazine. Amongst others areas of interest,
the site will include.

articles and reviews
a Blog

a topic-based forum
competitions

news

channels

etc, etc.

FLVR Save Flash video for offline
viewing
FLVR was one ofTodd® favourite utilities at our
july meeting and this review is a more thorough
look at it.

Sometimes a product comes along that is so
simple and so straightforward that there is very
little to say about it. What do you say about a
screwdriver--it drives screws and does it well.
No FAQ needed! FLVR does one thing and one
thing only: saving videos from web sites that
normally prevent you from doing so, such as
Myspace and Youtube. However it does this one
thing better than anyone else currently out there.

After installing FLVR, there is an icon on your
Safari toolbar of a movie camera. To save a re-
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cent video file, just click the movie camera and
select any video recently viewed in Safari.
Could it be any easier? In Preferences you can
specify where to save the file and its format, but
it works fine without any tweaks. Now you can
transfer those Youtube videos to your iPod and
pretend you have an iPhone. Fool your friends!

When | read about the beta, | eagerly tried it.
They developers were smart and allowed beta
testers to buy the program for only $8.00. Now
the program costs $15.00, still a bargain for
what it does. My only complaint besides the
name (which derives from the .flv extension of
certain video files), is that it only works with Sa-
fari. It would be nice if it worked with Firefox,
but that's like saying you'd turn down the
iPhone because it only comes in black! Overall
elegantly simple and powerful.

Pros: Works great for saving videos
Cons: Very small: only works in Safari.

Permission is granted for republication so long
as Dave Greenbaum,

dave@clickheretech.com is attributed and a link
or copy of the republication is sent. Enjoy!

EveryMac.com Update - 9 July 2007

At Berkley, we subscribe to EveryMac for their
monthly news of things Mac. Here is the latest
offering

This month, EveryMac.com
(http://www.everymac.com/) features complete-

technical specifications for the iPhone -- more
detailed than the "official" specs provided by
Apple -- as well as comprehensive updates to
the iPhone

Q&A and MacBook Pro Q&A to cover the latest
developments.

This month also marks the eleventh anniversary
of EveryMac.com. Thank you for supporting
EveryMac.com and the companies that sponsor
the site. With your continued patronage,
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EveryMac.com will be able to serve you free of
charge for years to come.

For those who recently purchased an iPhone or
are considering doing so, the iPhone Q&A an-
swers "How does the iPhone compare to the
Nokia N800 and Sony Mylo?" and "What is the
battery life of the iPhone? Can you replace the
battery?" as well as everything in between.

http://www.everyipod.com/iphone-fag/index.ht
ml

For those more interested in the Mac, the
MacBook Pro Q&A answers "How much faster
are the MacBook Pro Core 2 Duo "Santa Rosa"
models compared to the "Core 2 Duo" models
that they replaced?" and "How do you upgrade
the RAM in the MacBook Pro? How much RAM
of what type does it support?" along with dozens
of other questions.

http://www.everymac.com/systems/apple/macho
ok _pro/fag/index.html

In case you missed one, Q&As since the last
major update include:

What processor or processors does the iPhone
use?

http://www.everymac.com/list1

How do you upgrade the RAM in the MacBook
Pro? How much RAM of what type does it sup-
port?

http://www.everymac.com/list2

What are the capabilities of the optical drive
provided by the MacBook Pro models? Which
can read and write dual-layer DVDs?

http://www.everymac.com/list3
What service plans are available for the iPhone?

http://www.everymac.com/list4

What is the battery life of the iPhone? Can you
replace the battery?

http://www.everymac.com/lists
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How much faster are the MacBook Pro Core 2
Duo "Santa Rosa" models compared to the "Core
2 Duo" models that they replaced?

http://www.everymac.com/list6

How long is the battery life of the MacBook Pro
in "real-world" tests?

http://www.everymac.com/list7

Forthcoming Events - Thanks Rod.
Upcoming meeting topics (anyone can chair a
topic):

- Googlies — beyond G-mail to Google reader/
desktop/office/gears.

- A weekend hands-on workshop [maybe after
the Leopard reveals his spots].

- Instant Messengers — iChat and video confer-
encing developments.

- Internet telephony [a fast moving field]; remote
desktop.

And Finally - a Factoid.

10-15% of all Internet tr afbc is concerned with
genealogy

Enjoy WaiMac Wire No.27. BrianB
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