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We've just moved house, hopefully for the
last time in a long while. The 'new’ place is
only about 100 metres from where we were
renting, so the move was a little easier in
that we didn't have to tie down every load
we put on the trailer -- we just drove really
slowly!

Blue Duck (my Mac -- is it weird that | use
its name? It least it's not a 'she'!) spent two
weeks disconnected from both power and
Internet but seems to have survived OK.
Now that the broadband is connected
again, it seems a good deal faster than it
was at the old place. Perhaps the phone
line is in better condition. Then again,
maybe | just had withdrawal symptoms and
it's all in my mind.

While Blue Duck was incommunicado, | did
have to hook up the kids' games PC
though, and | connected it to the Net so we
could get to our mail via Webmail. (This is
great when you're on the road too. Most
ISPs -- maybe all of them by now -- have
this service, which lets you log into your
mailbox from any web browser.) What
struck me was how many Microsoft secu-
rity updates | had to download to make the
PC safe again. I'm sure | did it not that long
before we moved and yet there were
stacks of security Pxes to download and
install! Fair enough, the Mac has security
patches as well, but they seem to be fewer
and further between.
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Speaking of games (I was, really), our fam-
ily's been having fun playing Rollercoaster
Tycoon (RT) this week. | bought it at Noel
Leeming for the princely sum of $6.99 and
it's quite addictive! It reminded me of all the
Sim-something games we used to play on
the LCIII (and, before that, the Mac Plus)
back in the early 90s: SimEarth (my early
favourite), SimCity, SimAnt, SimLife, and
so on. Although RT isn't by the same com-
pany, it has many of the same elements
and it made me remember that not all
computer games are either violent shoot-
‘em-ups or cutesy puzzle games. | have to
confess that the old version of RT that |
bought is a Windows-only game, but ver-
sion 3 is available for Mac (and probably
even more engrossing).

Anyway, the point is this: if you think com-
puter games aren't your thing, do yourself a
favour and check out some of these
simulation-type games -- other famous
ones are Civilization (Il, IlI, IV...) and Zoo
Tycoon, and there's also The Sims, where
you run the lives of an individual family.
These games exercise the brain (in RT,
there's planning, construction, business
management, landscaping -- the list of
skills is almost endless) and can be in-
credibly satisfying. Or, if you prefer, buy
something like Star Wars Battlefront and
start blasting! To each his own.
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As an aside, you'll be pleased to know that to refresh, any changes we make to the
the new WaiMac Committee has planned meeting calendar (and there are a couple
out pretty much all the meetings for the in the works, | admit) will automatically ap-
year (assuming there are no power cuts) pear in iCal on your Mac (when your Mac is
and you can see the schedule at connected to the Internet.

www.waimac.org.nz/meetings.html.
Have a happy Mac,
You can subscribe to the WaiMac meeting
calendar using iCal. Just start iCal, select Arian
Calendar > Subscribe... and enter this ad-
dress:

http://www.waimac.org.nz/WaiMac.ics B
note the uppercase W and M. If you set it

WaiMac Meetings

Tuesday 25 duly 2006 B iMovie hands-on

This is the workshop delayed from the June meeting. Berkley S&ool was hit
by a power cut just before the meeting was due to start.

Jill and Janine will be showing us the ropes in iMovie. This practical
hands-on session will include: capturing and importing footage; edit-
ing with iMovie; including music from iTunes; as well as compressing
and saving your award-winning movie to QuickTime.
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New Intel Macs and Parallels Desktop - Brian Bowell

| was very taken with Bill& description of Parallels
Desktop in issue 17.And, in one of those happy co-
incidences, I@e been using it on the adsice of a con-
sultant who specialises in Pnancial ICT solutions At
Berkley we are currently undergoing a major up-
grade of our servers and workstations, and one of
the new Tiger workstations needs to runWindows in
order to use the ASB Bank€small business banking
software (why they can®just make a Mac version is
beyond me).

Our requirement is for a Tiger workstation able to
run the ASB software under Windows XR and to
save Ples to a shared area that can be accessedyb
Mac applications. Oh, and we want to be able to
toggle betweenTiger and Windows without restarts.
Parallels seems to bt the bill very well.

At the moment it@ a $50 US davnload from:
http://www .parallels.com Buy it with y our credit
card and an installation code is Emailed to you PDQ.
The download comes with a .PDF User Guide.The
application will handle just about ev ery version of
Windows from ©95 on, plus Linux and for old-
schoolers MS-DOS 6.0.

Installing Parallels on an Intel MacBook is a snip and
setting up a default Windows virtual machine is just
four or bve mouse-clicks avay. For our purposes, the
defaults created what we need, but it®@ possible to
do a great deal of customising when creating your
virtual machine. Once installed, it was added to the
Dock.

We then installed Windows XP complete with Serv-
ice Pack 2, using the virtual machine. This took
about 20 minutes. A restart and we should be read/
to go. And we were!

Launching Parallels from the Dock displays a control
panel with fairly explicit buttons, the Start button
launchesWindows XP and off you go. There® some
thing spooky about taking the Windows tour inside a
Tiger Desktop! To return to Tiger you just mouse
click outside of the Windows desktop.

Our next mission will be to get hold of the ASB
software and see vhether or not the school can do
its banking and pay its bills on-line.
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Helpful T ips,Tricks & a Book -
these were left over from Issue
No. 18

IPHOTO 6 - THE MISSING MANUAL
by Maria O. Arguello

Everybody knows that | am a big fan of
David Pogue and The Missing Manuals
from Pogue Press/O'Reilly. | have many
Missing Manual books in my personal
library and consult them frequently when
| have questions during the course of my
work. Both David Pogue and Derrick
Story are experts on this topic and they
offer their best writing and expertise in
this book. The writing is witty, clear, en-
gaging, and enjoyable.

Among the things that make The Missing
Manual series so practical, besides the
content, is the Index. David says that he
makes an extra effort and spends the
most time making sure it is accurate. He
also demands perfection in the Index.

All the illustrations are in COLOR. Wow,
what a concept. This was one of my pet
peeves with books that only offer black-
and-white illustrations. How is a reader
supposed to see the difference when
color correcting a photo if the Obefore and
afterO is shown in black-and-white? Duh?

Part One of iPhoto 6 The Missing Manual
covers the essentials about digital cam-
eras, how to use them to compose bril-
liant photos, tips for composing simple
snapshots, and beyond. Part Two deals
with iPhoto Basics. Part Three is all about
sharing your photos with the public. In
Part Four you learn about iPhoto Stunts
like setting screen savers, AppleScript
and Automator, and iPhoto File Manage-
ment.

The 382 pages will have the reader mas-
tering iPhoto 6 and looking like a pro,
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with many hidden tips, tricks, and expla-
nations of why things act the way they
do. For example, the transparent display
that appears when dragging the vertical
scroll bar gives you information you have
selected from the View menu. | didn't
know that! Before you know it you'll be
making stunning calendars for friends
and family, making blogs, photocasting
your priceless photos over the Internet,
sharing iPhoto Libraries, playing DVD
slideshows, backing up your photos on
CD or DVD for future generations, order-
ing Kodak prints, and so on.

As much as | love The Missing Manual
series, no single book can give you eve-
rything. In the MacAddict April, 2006
magazine, | discovered a way to control
the size of the 'brush’ for the Red Eye
and Retouch tool. Set Caps Lock>control
9>tab> and use the left and right bracket
to control the size. Neat trick and a total
secret. Knowing this has made my edit-
ing with the Red Eye and Retouch tools
much better, and more precise. It would
have been great to bnd it in this book too.
Also this book has no training CD or
DVD. So, | am waiting for Jim Heid's The
Macintosh iLife '06 for the training DVD
that comes with it. It is a component
missing from The Missing Manuals.

This book is a must-have for every user
of iPhoto 6. It's the missing manual that
should have come with iLife '06.

APPLE RELEASES FINAL CUT EX-
PRESS HD 3.5

Apple has announced a signibcant up-
grade to the award-winning software so-
lution for video enthusiasts, Final Cut Ex-
press HD 3.5 runs natively on both Intel-
and PowerPC-based Macs. New features
include Dynamic RT for real-time play-
back of multi-stream effects, Soundtrack
1.5 with a complete suite of professional
level audio production tools, and Live-
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Type 2.1 with even more exciting ani-
mated text and titles.

Also upgraded is the way FCE handles
key frames. Final Cut Express HD deliv-
ers with fully adjustable keyframe control
over all effects, transitions, and motion
parameters. You can, for example, easily
set keyframe markers to begin and end a
transitional effect from color to black and
white or Sepia. And once you take ad-
vantage of keyframing to modify a special
effect, you can now save that modibca
tion as a OFavoriteO for use in other movie
projects.

Full details on the updated application
can be found at :
http://www.apple.com/Pnalcutexpress/

SMART MAILBOX IDEA: MAIL OLDER
THAN ONE YEAR

If youlve got email thatls more than a
year old just clogging up your Inbox (and
taking up valuable space), you can use a
Smart Mailbox to help you do some fast
email house cleaning. Just Control-click
on the email account (or your Inbox if you
don!t have multiple accounts) that you
want to clean up, and then choose New
Smart Mailbox from the contextual menu.
When the Smart Mailbox dialog appears,
from the Prst criteria pop-up menu on the
left, choose Date Received. From the
next pop-up menu over, choose Ois be
fore the date,O and in the Pnal Peld, type a
date that is approximately one year be-
fore today. Click OK and all your email
that is one year old (or older) will appear
in that Smart Mailbox. To delete that old
email, just click on the Smart Mailbox,
press Command-A to select all the email,
then press the Delete key on your key-
board. Now, the nice thing is that tomor-
row more one-year-old email will appear
in that Smart Mailbox (thanks to its live
updating), and the next day, and the next
day, and so on, so your mailbox never
has more than one year of archived mes-
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sages. So, about once a month, click on
that Smart Mailbox and easily delete all
the old email.

MESSAGE BOUNCE IN MAIL

Just dragging unopened junk or Spam
Email into the Trash disposes of it without
signalling that it's been received. But I've
started to use the "Bounce! command in
Mail. this is part of the Message menu
and sends selected message(s) back to
their sender.

Probably they never clog up the mail box
of the s******* who sent them. but we can
live in hope eh.
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Some articles above have been reprinted
with permission from TidBITS. TidBITS
has offered more than ten years of
thoughtful commentary on Macintosh and
Internet topics. For free email subscrip-
tions and access to the entire TidBITS
archive, visit www.tidbits.com.#
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