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PresidentÕs Download

Hi All,

Just a quick note this month, as work has 
been (and continues to be) hectic!

Apple used its recent "Showtime" media 
event to announce that movies are now 
available via the iTunes Store. Pity this 
doesn't apply to those of us blessed 
enough to live in NZ. Is there a legitimate 
way to get a credit card with a US or Aus-
tralian address?

I am travelling overseas for work next week 
and will try to get to an Apple Store in the 
US -- it may be that I come home with a 
few iTunes gift certificates if (and only if) 
they can be used without needing the 
aforementioned foreign credit card account 
to register as an iTunes Store user.

The other part of the announcement was 
iTunes 7, which is a nice facelift and has 
some useful new features. I liked the 
sounds of the "Get Album Artwork" function 
but -- you guessed it -- you need to be a 
registered  iTunes Store user!

This month's WaiMac meeting covers cre-
ating web pages, including a demo of Ap-
ple's iWeb application (part of iLife '06). I 
hope you can all get along as many mem-
bers have asked especially for this topic to 
be covered. Regrettably, I won't be there 
(again) as I will be at Auckland Airport, 
probably in a panic. Work has kept me 
away from most of the meetings this year -- 
I feel like President In Absentia! My thanks 
to those committee members (and Brian) 

who keep things ticking along regardless.

And Now

The Most Beautiful Periodic Table 

Poster in the World

http://theodoregray.com/PeriodicTable/

Posters/index.html
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This Month!s Meeting
Tuesday 26 September – Creating websites with iWeb

Graeme Moffatt of WelMac will tell us about creating websites and show us the basics of how it's done 
using iWeb, part of Apple's iLife '06 suite.

The Editor puts his pen where his mouth is!

We in WaiMac are a disparate group. we come 
from many backgrounds and our use and expe-
rience of Macs varies enormously. But we all 
have Mac Tales to tell.  IÕm going to kick off a 
couple of (hopefully) regular features in this is-
sue. My Þrst idea is ÔI First used a Mac in......Õ 
and the second is Ô a day in the life of a Mac 
user......Õ

I First used a Mac in...... 1984. We had just 
given up good jobs in London for the promise of 
work in South Wales and bought our Þrst house. 
It cost us £2500 and had hot and cold running 
walls.

On the strength of my work experience running 
an audio-visual workshop in a Fulham TeachersÕ 
Centre and calling in a favour or two, I landed a 
job as a computer technician at a high School in  
Brecon. At the time my computer know how 
was limited to limited use of Research Ma-
chines 280 and 380Z table top machines, 
and bit of Spectrum ZX80 programming. 

The school was involved in an initiative to 
promote technical and vocational training, 
and was receiving the components to set 
up a 35 station network, and I 
was going to build it! Well, 
with the help of the head of 
Computing when he wasnÕt 
teaching. Hardware was all 
BBC ÔBÕ machines with a 
24MB (yeah MB) server to host 
usersÕ Þles and a library of Computer aided 
Learning (CAL) software. Bit this is a Mac Tale.

Part of my working week involved half a day 
providing computer support to the college of 
Further education that shared our campus. I got 
a call from a lecturer there ÔBor dda*, IÕve got 
this little Apple thing and it wonÕt print. youÕre 
our new computer technician, come and Þx it 
pleaseÕ.

 * Bor dda, is Welsh for Ôgood morningÕ, it was a bi-
lingual campus.

I trotted over with my toolbox and a conÞdent 
expression. There was this little beige box, with 
a shiny apple logo and a mouse. IÕd heard about 
these but never seen one. This was NOT a BBC 
ÔBÕ, no tangle of cables, just mains and key-
board. A big button on the front to start up, and 
all the sockets on the back with sensible labels - 
icons not words. The problem printer connected 
to the correct socket with just one thin cable. 
Powered up, a  simply beautiful desktop with all 
the symbols self explanatory, and the applica-
tions easy to Þnd and launch. 

Never being one to trust the user, I launched 
Works and the word processor, wrote a bit and 
tried to print it. Bing, Bong error message. some-
thing about the printer socket not being in use. 
Do I want to Þx it? a self-diagnosing computer. 
Too right I do. The help window pops up and a 

key stroke or two to get the 
printer buzzing away.

My colleague was very im-
pressed, heÕd been struggling for 
a week with no success, and I 
was a made man. After that I 
spent as much time as I could 
working with w hat turned out 

was an Apple 512K. I was 
teaching photography to pu-
pils and adults in the evening 
and it was the perfect tool for 

turning out the notes I needed. 
Since then IÕve worked with most 

generations of Apple machines and never found 
another breed that comes close.
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Last Month!s Meeting

Vaughan showed us a number of tips, utilities 
and applications that he uses. I was most im-
pressed with SpellCatcher, a $50 U.S. download. 
It works as a spell checker for all Mac Apps  that 
involve text. ItÕs simple to get hold of, and the 
free trial period allows the user to download one 
free dictionary apart from U.S. English. 

AppleWorks, MS OfÞce, Mail, TextEdit, 
Pages, are just some of the applications that 
it worked on for me. My only gripe is the 
default ÔCuriousÕ exclamation every time I 
misspelled. 

New product lines from Apple

Totallymac: http://www.totallymac.com 
have announced details of several new Ap-
ple lines. Most notable are a new range of 
iMacs. They all feature the new Intel Core 2 Duo 
processor, which makes them about 50% faster 
than the existing Intel iMacs. We now have a 24 
Inch iMac as well as the traditional 17 inch & 20 
Inch. The price has also come down. Both 17 
Inch models and the 20 Inch model are now in 
stock. The 24 Inch is available to order, with 
stock expected to be fairly restricted for some 
time to come.

On the software side, Apple has introduced 
iTunes 7 - With amazing new features. * 

At its Showtime media Event in San Francisco 
early on Wednesday NZ time, Apple announced 
iTunes 7, the most signiÞcant enhancement to 
the worldÕs most popular music jukebox and on-
line music and video store since it debuted in 
2001. iTunes 7 delivers stunning new features 
such as the new album and Cover Flow views of 
music, TV shows and movies, enabling users to 
quickly Þnd titles in their library as well as casu-
ally browse through and re-discover titles they 
already own. 

In addition, the iTunes Store (www.itunes.com) 
is now offering over 75 movies from Walt Dis-
ney Pictures, Pixar, Touchstone Pictures and Mi-
ramax Films, that customers can purchase and 
download to watch on their computers and 

iPods, and soon on their ßat screen televisions 
with AppleÕs upcoming iTV player. Movies will 
become available on the iTunes Store the same 
day they are released on DVD, with new re-
leases priced at US$12.99 when pre-ordered 
and during their Þrst week of availability, and 
US$14.99 thereafter, and library titles available 
for just US$9.99 every day.

Yesterday saw the introduction of a new range of 
iPods, Nanos (5 Colours!) & shufßes.
The entire new lineup can be found here:
http://www.nz.totallyipod.com/category.lasso?U
=10497&P=54&category=ipod_ipodmini

Just a reminder to those of you that use a iBook 
G4 (12 Inch) or a PowerBook (12 or 15 inch 
only) to check your battery to see if it needs ex-
changing:
http://www.totallymac.com/batteryexchange.las
so

* among the amazing new features are a selec-
tion of bugs that have iTunes users besieging 
Apple.com.support. Best advice at the moment 
is - DonÕt. Ed.
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 Apple takes back the 
copycat title

This is from Mark Shroeder and was a post on: 
http://blogs.zdnet.com/Bott/?p=135&tag=nl.e539

Apparently, every copy of Mac OS X comes with 
a Cognitive Dissonance add-in. This feature al-
lows Mac cultists to loudly accuse Microsoft of 
ripping off features when it's convenient, and to 
blindly miss the ripoffs that go the other way.

Case in point: Yesterday's far-from-
earthshattering Apple announcements.

Over at the Cult of Mac blog, Leander Kahney 
gushes over Apple's new Cover Flow interface, 
which allows you to browse your music collec-
tion using pictures of album covers.

Just as it's easy to see quickly what the jukebox 
has to offer, it's now easy to see what's been hid-
ing in your ever-growing digital music collec-
tion.

As Jobs mentioned twice during his Tuesday 
presentation, a visual navigation scheme makes 
a big music collection much more accessible.

"It's a wonderful way to rediscover your music 
library," he said.

Huh. Anyone who owns a copy of Windows XP 
Media Center Edition or is using the Windows 
Vista beta doesn't need to rediscover anything. 
Browsing by album cover has been part of the 
Media Center interface for four years. (See the 
Vista version for yourself here!and here and 
here.) In fact, Media Center PCs support TV tun-
ers that allow you to browse recorded TV using 
thumbnails as well.

And then there's iTV, which my colleague David 
Berlind!is all ga-ga about.

iTV will ha ve integrated wireless networking, 
USB, wired Ethernet, an High DeÞnition Multi-
media Interface (HDMI), and the standard! com-
ponent video and analog audio interfaces that 
any consumer video product is expected to 

have. Somewhat reminiscent of the the way 
Sonos' gear works with music, iTV can appar-
ently take "delivery" of its content (eg: an iTMS 
purchased song) from an iTunes-enabled PC via 
the wired or wireless network and its FrontRow-
esque 3D user interface can be controlled with a 
remote control (so, iTV is sort of a set-top box on 
steroids).

The iTV doesn't appear to have a tuner (not that 
it needs one). In my home setup, provided I 
wanted to use it, I'd just connect the iTV to the 
receiver! (more like a networking hub these days 
given all the sources connected to it) at the heart 
of my home entertainment setup in my family 
room. Or, you can connect it directly to a big 
ßat panel.

So, let me get this straight. I can pay $300 for a 
device that allows me to play content from a 
computer located elsewhere in the house. Cool! 
It's about time someone invented a "media ex-
tender" like this.

Oh. Wait. Microsoft already did. I have three 
Media Center extenders in this house, two Þrst-
generation models and an Xbox 360. On any of 
these extenders, I can play my entire music col-
lection (browsing it by album cover) through my 
home theater system using a wired or wireless 
connection to my Media Center computer. But 
unlike Apple's device (which won't be available 
until January 2007) the Xbox 360 also streams 
live or recorded TV and downloaded high-
deÞnition content. It plays games and DVDs in 
full 5.1 surround sound. And in January, when 
Vista ships, I'll be able to get a CableCARD-
equipped Media Center that will stream HDTV 
programs over the network to my Xbox 360 with 
no extra charges.

So, will someone please tell me why I want to 
replace my Xbox 360 with an Apple-branded 
device that only plays tunes from one music 
store, allows me to pay $15 for a movie encoded 
at 640 by 480 that looks like crap on my wide-
screen HDTV, and is unable to record or stream 
TV programming?

It must take a lot of Kool-Aid !to understand 
what a great deal that is.

  WaiMacWire Issue 21 – September 2006

www.waimac.org.nz page 4

http://blogs.zdnet.com/Bott/?p=135&tag=nl.e539
http://blogs.zdnet.com/Bott/?p=135&tag=nl.e539
http://www.waimac.org.nz
http://www.waimac.org.nz


A Day in the Life of ........... your editor 
takes the plunge again.

Those of you who know me from the meetings at 
Berkley School will kno w that IÕm what passes 
for ICT support at the school. Berkley has a 
pretty much state-of-the-art network as schools 
go. 4 servers, 130+ workstations, Ethernet and 
wireless and over 650 users. My job, 20 hours a 
week, is to keep everyone/thing happy.

We are almost 100% Apple, but Windows has 
crept in via two Intel Macs running Parallels 
Desktop. This enables us to use the ASB bankÕs 
small business  software which, surprise, sur-
prise , is Windows only.

HereÕs a stream of consciousness account of part 
of a ÔtypicalÕ day.

8.30 unlock the ofÞce.

Coffee, coffee, coffee.

Database server OK? OK.

Boot up the MacBook and check:
¥ Airport Base Stations, all on?
¥ Last night backup tapes, both OK?
¥ Yes and no, the Mail/WWW/Print serverÕs lost 
itÕs tape drive - again!
¥ Reboot the mail server, and remember to start/
stop the Print service (Server 10.4.6 bug). 

Drink the cold coffee.

Boot up my workstation, check Email and 
WWW support lists. 

Several colleagues are getting three copies of 
every Email message and canÕt delete them. Easy 
Peasy, reconsruct their accounts and rebuild 
their mail boxes - done!

Check the school management system to see if 
there are any new students and/or leavers. There 
are both. allocate User ID No.s, User Names 
and Passwords to new students. Enrol them into 
workgroups and test their accounts. Do this in 
reverse for leavers, then print and distribute new 

user lists.

Over to the computer lab. Several students are 
unable to login Most likely case, they have 
forgotten/miskeyed their details.  IÕm partly right. 
But some are correct and they are not getting a 
complete login - another bug in the server soft-
ware. Luckily thereÕs another way to get them 
online. Make a mental note to Email Bevan at 
Edtech.

Lunchtime and I force myself to take 30 minutes 
and refuse to talk about computers an educa-
tion. ItÕs hard because some colleagues only 
have their lunch hour to touch base with me if 
they have a problem.

 The afternoon is taken up with working out why 
two of six identical machines refuse to launch 
one particular application. Same processor, 
RAM, O.S. version of the app.  Take a REALLY 
GOOD LOOK AT THE CRASH LOG. ItÕs not 
launching because it must locate a printer when 
itÕs launched.

Ah ha, the penny drops. These two workstations 
are organised into a separate group from the 
other four, as well as being in a group with the 
other four (if you see what I mean). This separate 
group has no default printer allocated to it, 
therefore no printer - no launch. 

Test this hypothesis by allocating a printer to the 
group and, bingo, all is well. 

Every working day at Berkley involves a series of 
puzzles. Some are technical, others organisa-
tional, some are educational. They are all a chal-
lenge.  Some have no solution, you Þnd another 
way of working. Most answers can be found in 
short order, but some take weeks and involve 
contributions from other ICT support people all 
over the world. 

I would like to encourage all WaiMac mem-
bers to tell us their stories. 

" I First used a Mac in......!
and

" A Day in the Life of...!
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