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Tuesday 26 September B Creating websites with iW  eb

Graeme Moffatt of WelMac ably assisted by Rod gave us a thorough overview of iWeb, another ele-
ment of iLfe ‘06. I'm always impressed by the way in which these iLife thingies work together, ‘seam-
less integration’ | think it’s called. In a fairly short time the two ‘Webmeisters’ had a basic site up and

running.

Of course it's not always peachy in the ‘seamless integration” department at Apple. Elsewhere in this
Wire, you can read about the worst upgrade of the last quarter.

And this month........

Tuesday 24 October - eye TV or should that be iTV?

I've no information about this presentation, hence eye or i !

Last month the editor suggested that the
membership all had Mac-xperiences to
share. Now Clive Dalton shares his.

Once upon a time in the public service we had
things called “typing pools”. They were a col-
lection of attractive young ladies adorned in the
fashions of the day, and whose aroma contrasted
greatly with the main species we dealt with.

They were ‘controlled” (there was no other word
for it) by a “head or senior typist” who ruled
with strict discipline as on Her desk there was
the In tray for ALL work. You knocked on your
way in, and groveled your way directly to Her
desk and like a low ranking canine apologised
for bringing your work in a this late stage, and
that of course although you would like it by next
week or the end of the month, you would be for
ever in her debt if it could be done a little ear-
lier.

She in all her glory would then “allocate” it to
an appropriate member of Her staff. Before
leaving you again did the equivalent of a low-

ranking canine, almost to the point of licking her
jowl begging for her to regurgitate food from the
last hunt! | often wondered what she would
have done if you had!

After many years you got to know that a certain
young lady (they all seemed young then) did
your work on a regular basis, and here was your
greatest temptation — to sneak in with the fond
hope what you would not be noticed and ask
the lovely Mary or Cushla (they were all lovely)
to do a job for you in a hurry for the conference
next week that you had not got round to. The
penalty of being caught was ugly — your work
went straight to the bottom of Her tray from then
on.

Christmas was a time to risk regaining some
Brownie points with large boxes of chocolates or
a bottle of wine — but they had to be big and a
decent brand.

The great advantage of this system was that the
finished job was above perfection. If you took
anything back for correction, they would type
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the bleeding thing all over again, even to insert a
lone full stop! You could not even sneak in a
comma with a fine-point ball-point without
them noticing — and re-typing that page at least.
The golf ball typewriter had just arrived so they
had the latest technology — if you could lift it!

What a job! The poor lasses were just “copy
typists” though some of them did shorthand and
were at the call of the high ranking Directors
who were deemed too important to draft their
own letters. The instruction of “Take a note Miss
Williams” gave them enormous power while
sitting behind their solid rimu half-acre govern-
ment desks with a plate glass top made by the
government’s Justice Department.

WELL — one day, somebody in the government
declared that we in MAF along with our breth-
ren in other governments departments should
take a more “commercial” approach to life — the
“business model” it was called, and we were
assaulted by “marketers” on how to “sell our
services” to our “clients” who previously had
been farmers. We had to make money and not
just spend it! | had a struggle to invent a job title
— “Information Co-ordinator” sounded business
like for my clients.

We went to bed one night as MAF public ser-
vants and got up next morning to be in separate
“businesses” of MAFTech, MAFQual, MAFCorp
—but with NO TYPING POOL! They had
chopped up these fantastic lasses and splattered
them across the businesses. We “Indians” had
been de-typisted but at least we had “Mission
Statements” and “Statements of Corporate In-
tent” and business card.

Our new bosses came to work in a new car, also
approved for private use but not available to us,
despite the fact that they were in theory in the
car pool. They wore a suit and clean white shirt
every day, black slip-on shoes, and had a new
black mock-leather brief case with a massive
“mobile” phone. They were also given a small
portable “word processor” that they couldn’t
type so it was an ornament to show off to the air
hostess.

But money fell out of the sky and these impor-
tant personal secretary/typists were all given a
“computer” as a typewriter. They were a square
upright grey box with a small square screen, a

separate keyboard and a thing called a mouse.
If you moved in close you could read what was
on the screen. They had a small apple logo on
the front and were easy to work. Before this
there were computers in MAF, but to work one
you had to go on a month’s course to learn a
mystical cult called MS DOS! Those who tried
ended up jumping off the tower block to relieve
the pain.

Having to get messages to farmers, | kicked up a
fuss about having to do my own typing and was
allocated an Apple lle along with a blue padded
carry bag. | had to find all the letters on the key
board for a start but the typing lessons | did
years before at Fraser High School on Imperials
with a teacher who played us music as we
hammered the keys paid off.

[ lost a lot of stuff like a project of my wife’s be-
fore leaning about “save”. | once hauled the
machine along with an apple dot-matrix printer
to the snow crisis in the South Island in 1992
going by Westpac chopper from Wellington to
Christchurch along the coast sitting on a hard
seat with the weight of the printer stopping the
bucking plane from being blown inland.

Why we had a Mac attack was interesting. They
must have got a good deal from the company in
town but it was not to last as when everyone

wanted a machine — PCs won the deal on price.

About this time, a new species of noxious pest
from the business world arrived who required us
to record what we did every fifteen minutes so
we they collate all this on a Friday and “charge
it out” so we looked to be “cost effective”. So
Friday morning was “fairytale time” when |
dreamed up lies and randomly allocated my
time to some other business code.

Email arrived by Pegasus mail on our Macs and
this was a disaster. We stopped talking to our
mates down the corridor and had endless instant
messages from “Corporate Office” in Wellington
wanting us to provide them with return instant
messages to allow them to meet their business
“goals and objectives”! Spam had not been in-
vented but bureaucratic crap certainly had.

It's nice to be back to a Mac — thanks to a son
who was sick of sorting out my PC. END
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Thanks for this Mark. Now donOt be shy
who is next? Ed.

Here’s proof from Mark that Apple don’t always have their eye - (i )on the ball.

The worst technologies in Q3 2006

Worst upgrade: iTunes 7

We could easily add the "new" iPod to this list, thanks to the fact that it doesn't do
much that previous iPods couldn't do (except hold more songs, take up less space,
and play Texas Hold 'Em). Instead, we'll give a tip o' the c(r)ap to iTunes 7, which
boasted features such as resource hogging, freezing, deleting song files, aloum art
issues, CD-importing woes, iPod syncing foibles and innovative new features stolen
directly from Windows Media Player 11. In Apple's defense, the company released
an iTunes update a couple of weeks after iTunes 7 came out. Maybe it's best that
the iPod hasn't seen many significant "upgrades" over the past few years.

The Principal at Berkley has recently returned from Japan, bringing with him two of the latest iPod
videos. Unfortunately they were not accompanied by any documentation. Perhaps Japan is a manual-
free areal He was dismayed at being completely unable to down/up load anything, because his iPod
insisted that they would only talk via iTunes 7.

At school we use iTunes quite regularly and | was well aware of the ‘dubious’ nature of Apple’s latest
version. As an Apple engineer | know put it, “don’t touch it with a barge pole, whatever that is”. I'd
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stuck to version 6xx, which seemed bullet-proof. Anyhow I've put v7 onto his MacBook Pro and await

the dire consequences.

BrianB

code

Mark Schroder has found this application
that enables Windows software to run on
Intel Macs without needing Windows XP.

Welcome to the CrossOver Mac Beta center. We
are providing a free time limited beta version of
CrossOver Mac to anyone that is willing to test
CrossOver.

CrossOver Mac will be the very best way to run
your Windows applications on your Intel based
Mac. It will let you install and run Windows
programs as though they were native, all without
having to buy or run a copy of Windows itself.

This beta version will give you a taste of the
promise of CrossOver, but should be considered
an early test release - we intend to make sub-
stantial further improvements before we ship a
production version.

If you're not interested in experimental software,
you should skip this and wait for notice of the
production release.

However, if you are interested in helping us to
test CrossOver, we would very much like your
feedback.

We strongly recommend that you review the list
of Frequently Asked Questions (AQ) prior to
installing CrossOver. You may also want to
browse the forums or search the Compatibility
Center to see if your specific needs will be ad-
dressed.

Please report your experience with CrossOver,
good or bad, in our beta reporting area. Feel
free to discuss anything else in our Forums.

More from ~ s o Mark.
A Goody Bag of www
sites. Thanks Mark.

SlingBox and other mobile TV options, includ-
ingiTV:

http://review.zdnet.com/4321-6739 16-654
7464 .html

http://www.slingmedia.com/indexa.php

http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-6475_7-6255
653-1.himl?tag=txt

http://news.com.com/Slingbox+gets+new+s
iblings/2100-1041 3-6120416.html?tag=txt

http://news.com.com/Apple+offers+peek+at
+iTV+wireless+router/2100-1041_3-611503
4 .html?tag=nl

Alastair Furnell's news of a new wireless inter
net provider:

http://www.wirelessnation.co.nz/

Do you need or wish to Pll in forms on-line?
Alastair forwards FormRouter...

http://www.formrouter.com/about/

www.waimac.org.nz

page 4


http://review.zdnet.com/4321-6739_16-6547464.html
http://review.zdnet.com/4321-6739_16-6547464.html
http://review.zdnet.com/4321-6739_16-6547464.html
http://review.zdnet.com/4321-6739_16-6547464.html
http://www.slingmedia.com/indexa.php
http://www.slingmedia.com/indexa.php
http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-6475_7-6255653-1.html?tag=txt
http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-6475_7-6255653-1.html?tag=txt
http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-6475_7-6255653-1.html?tag=txt
http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-6475_7-6255653-1.html?tag=txt
http://news.com.com/Slingbox+gets+new+siblings/2100-1041_3-6120416.html?tag=txt
http://news.com.com/Slingbox+gets+new+siblings/2100-1041_3-6120416.html?tag=txt
http://news.com.com/Slingbox+gets+new+siblings/2100-1041_3-6120416.html?tag=txt
http://news.com.com/Slingbox+gets+new+siblings/2100-1041_3-6120416.html?tag=txt
http://news.com.com/Apple+offers+peek+at+iTV+wireless+router/2100-1041_3-6115034.html?tag=nl
http://news.com.com/Apple+offers+peek+at+iTV+wireless+router/2100-1041_3-6115034.html?tag=nl
http://news.com.com/Apple+offers+peek+at+iTV+wireless+router/2100-1041_3-6115034.html?tag=nl
http://news.com.com/Apple+offers+peek+at+iTV+wireless+router/2100-1041_3-6115034.html?tag=nl
http://news.com.com/Apple+offers+peek+at+iTV+wireless+router/2100-1041_3-6115034.html?tag=nl
http://news.com.com/Apple+offers+peek+at+iTV+wireless+router/2100-1041_3-6115034.html?tag=nl
http://www.wirelessnation.co.nz
http://www.wirelessnation.co.nz
http://www.formrouter.com/about/
http://www.formrouter.com/about/
http://www.waimac.org.nz
http://www.waimac.org.nz

WaiMacWire Issue 22 - October 2006

Have a look at what is there and there is more Another of Alastair's site picks...
than car racing to. Alistair

http://www.tomshardware.com/2006/09/20/
http://www.ambrosiasw.com/news/ conventional_hard_drive_obsoletism/

This from Apple’s WWW Education site - iPod Helps Special-Needs Students Make the
Grade

Probles in Success: Louisa-Muscatine Elementary

School

Letts, IA — On test days, Louisa-Muscatine third-grader Samantha used to have a pretty tough time. A
Special Education student, she needed the services of an onsite paraprofessional to read the questions
aloud to her, in an entirely different classroom. Now Samantha can grab an iPod, put on her head-
phones, scroll through the menu to find her test,
and get to work. By listening to the test ques-
tions as she sees them on the iPod screen and on
her paper, Samantha and several of the school’s
other students with special needs are beginning
to work more inde- pendently. At the same time
they’ve increased their self-esteem, and have found
a way to join the mainstream of education.

ern lowa, Louisa-Muscatine
School serves over 500 stu-
ent towns and cities. In the
school district has invested
annually in its technology
October 2005 announce-

Located in rural east-
(L-M) Elementary
dents from four differ-
past several years, the
more than $70,000
infrastructure. With the
ment of the iPod with video capabilities, L-M
Principal Scott Grimes and his staff glimpsed the
potential to connect with learning-challenged
students in exciting new ways.

“We had applied for a state grant for technology, and were brainstorming ideas for using podcasts and
our new wireless network,” Grimes recalls. “While talking to the folks at Apple about things we could
do with the new iPod, we realized we could use them to read tests to our Special Ed kids. It was defi-
nitely a timing thing, where the idea and the technology came together simultaneously.”

Louisa-Muscatine Elementary School
. iPod Helps Special-Needs Students Make the Grade
. Visual, Audio Prompts Make Learning Connections
. Teachers Now Free to Monitor Students’ Progress

Q
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A ‘Net Anecdote - From BrianB
I’'m constantly surprised at the amount of stuff there is on the ‘Net and the WWW, and a recent experi-
ence brought it home to me again.

| went to a concert at The Founders Theatre recently, and on the programme was a new work by John

Psathas. He’s a New Zealander of Greek extraction, and the work was a saxophone concerto subtitled
‘Zahara’. The programme notes mentioned that the composer was inspired after reading a book ‘Skel-
tons on the Zahara’, by Dean King.

Google told me more about the concerto and the book. It seems that in 1815 the American brig ‘The
Commerce” was wrecked off the west coast of what is now Morocco. It's master and crew were cap-
tured by one of many tribes living on that wild coast, and turned into slaves. The Master of the boat
promised he would get his crew back to the States, and through a most amazing sequence of events
and meetings with other Arabs, succeeded in getting most of them home. Who would not want to
read this story?

Google then told me the book was in print and, in the Hamilton Library, and available. Twenty minutes
alter | had it in my hands. It's an epic story, all the more exciting for being true.

And Finally
For most of November, | will be out of the country, so a November WaiMac Wire may not appear. Per-
haps contributors could get material uploaded to our WWW site. - BrianB.
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